MARKET REPORT

RELIANCE-DISNEY
MERGER UNVEILS NEW
LEADERSHIP

Reliance Industries, Viacom18 Media, and The Walt
Disney Company have
officially announced their
merger, forming a
groundbreaking joint
venture valued at Rs.70,352
crore. Named JioStar, the
new entity combines the
strengths of two iconic
brands—Viacom18 and
Disney Star—aiming to
redefine India's media and
entertainment landscape.

The leadership team
for this ambitious venture
has been unveiled,
featuring a mix of industry
veterans and visionary
leaders who will oversee its
various divisions and strategic initiatives.

CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON
¢ Nita Ambani will serve as the Chairperson of the joint

venture, setting the strategic direction and driving
its vision.

Nita Ambani : Chairperson

¢ Uday Shankar, stepping in as Vice-Chairperson, will
provide strategic guidance, leveraging his vast
experience in the media industry.

LEADERSHIP TEAM
JioStar will be led by three co-CEOs, each responsible
for key divisions:
1. Kevin Vaz— CEO, Entertainment Division
(across all platforms)
2. Kiran Mani— CEO, Digital Operations
3. Sanjog Gupta— CEO, Sports Division
In a joint statement, the co-CEOs emphasized the
transformative nature of JioStar, describing it as a venture
poised to disrupt multiple industries, including network
entertainment, sports, OTT platforms, and advertising.

SENIOR LEADERSHIP ROLES

The newly formed JioStar leadership team includes:
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¢ Alok Jain — Head of Cluster, Entertainment (Colors,
Digital Hindi, Niche, Movies, and Studio)

¢ Sumanta Bose — Head of Cluster, Entertainment (Star
Plus, Star Bharat, Bengali, Marathi, and Gujarati)

¢ Krishnan Kutty — Head of Cluster, Entertainment
(South)

¢ Ajit Varghese — Head of Revenue, Entertainment
& International

¢ Piyush Goyal — Head of TV Distribution

¢ Rasesh Upadhyay — Drives Entertainment business
strategy under Kevin Vaz

¢ Gaurav Gokhale — Drives Digital business strategy
under Kiran Mani

¢ Ambuj Kashyap — Works with Uday Shankar and
CEOs on strategic initiatives

TECHNOLOGY AND PRODUCT HEADS
¢ Bharat Ram—Head of Product (Chief Product Officer
and Ad Tech Lead)
¢ Akash Saxena — Head of Technology
¢ Shoury Bharadwaj — Head of Engineering
¢ Vijay Seshadri — Chief Architect

MARKETING AND REVENUE
¢ Ishan Chatterjee — Head of Business (Sports
Revenue, SMB, and Creator)
¢ Hursh Shrivastava — Head of Partnerships
¢ Sushant Sreeram — Head of Marketing

OPERATIONAL AND TRANSITION ROLES

¢ Rishi Gaind — Head of Human Resources

¢ George Cherian — Head of Corporate
Communications & PR
Rajat Nigam — Transition Head of IT and Media
Operations
Sandeep Jain — Head of Commercial
Mukesh Mundhra — Transition Finance Head
Mani Rangarajan — Financial Integration Lead
Kshipra Jatana — Transition Legal Head

VISION AND ROADMAP

The leadership emphasized their shared ambition
to make JioStar a transformative venture that delivers
inclusive, interactive, and accessible media experiences.
The team pledged to foster innovation, embrace change,
and challenge traditional norms to achieve long-term
success. H
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